
 
CRC Industries, Inc.  11/1/2016 

Technical Brief 
 

For more information, contact CRC Technical Services at 800-521-3168. 
 

 

SNAP and HFC‐134a 
 

About SNAP ~ 
 

Under the EPA’s Significant New Alternatives Policy (SNAP) program, the EPA evaluates 
chemicals that may be used as substitutes for ozone depleting compounds.  The goal is to create a 
list of substitutes that pose less risk to human health and the environment than the chemicals they 
are replacing.  The list is meant to evolve as new chemicals are added and new information 
becomes available about previously listed chemicals.   

 
About HFC-134a ~ 
 

HFC-134a is a propellant used in many aerosol products.  In 1994 it was reviewed under the SNAP 
program and determined to be an acceptable substitute for ozone depleting compounds as a 
propellant in aerosols.  In 2015, the EPA re-evaluated HFC-134a to include information about the 
chemical’s global warming potential in the assessment.  As a result, the listing status has changed.   

 
About the EPA’s new rule ~ 

 

As of July 20, 2016, the use of HFC-134a as a propellant in aerosols is unacceptable unless the 
aerosol falls into a few specific use categories. There are 16 use categories for which HFC-134a 
can continue to be used as an aerosol propellant after July 20, 2016.  The full list can be found in 
40 CFR Part 82, Subpart G, Appendix U.  Some examples include the following: 

 Cleaning products for removal of grease, flux and other soils from electrical equipment or 
electronics 

 Lubricants and freeze sprays for electrical equipment or electronics 
 Sprays for aircraft maintenance 
 Sprays containing corrosion preventive compounds used in the maintenance of aircraft, 

electrical equipment or electronics, or military equipment 
 Mold release agents and mold cleaners 
 Duster sprays specifically for removal of dust from…  energized electrical equipment 

 
Aerosol products using 134a that do not fall into the above categories, but were manufactured prior 
to July 20, 2016, may continue to be sold, distributed, exported and used after that date.   

 
About CRC’s products ~ 
 

While CRC uses HFC-134a in some of our aerosol products, ALL CRC products are fully compliant 
with this rule change.  Unfortunately two popular products – CRC Super DegreaserTM (03110) and 
CRC T-Force® Degreaser (03115) – will be discontinued and reformulated.  New versions of these 
products will be available by the time inventory of the original products is exhausted.  Check CRC’s 
website for additional information about products:  www.crcindustries.com. 

 


